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& serial number: 9761278715753325263909.Zn2+-activated ion-selective channels from rat ventral

cochlear nucleus. Patch clamp techniques were used to examine the effects of externally applied
Zn2+ ions on voltage-activated ion channels from the ventral cochlear nucleus (VCN) of rats. Zn2+

reversibly activated two outwardly rectifying channels when added to the bath of inside-out patches.
The concentration dependence of channel activation was measured in the presence of 300 microM
tetraethylammonium (TEA). Activation of the first channel required approximately 10 microM Zn2+,
whereas the second channel required > or = 30 microM. Activation of the Zn2+-dependent channel
kinetics was assessed at different holding potentials and displayed voltage-independent kinetics in
three of four patches tested. Kinetic parameters of single channel currents were obtained from the

open-state dwell-time distribution generated from a series of 10-ms segments of continuous current
records. The amplitude and frequency of the open-state dwell-time distribution were found to be
voltage-independent within experimental error. The Zn2+-activated channel displayed a unitary

conductance of approximately 25 pS and a single channel current-voltage (I/V) relationship that was
essentially linear. The activation of Zn2+-dependent channels by microM concentrations of Zn2+
was inhibited by millimolar concentrations of Cd2+ or Ca2+, whereas Ba2+ could only partially

inhibit these channels
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Spokesman announced that President Assad has employed Tactical Nuclear Weapons (TNW) in
Aleppo and Damascus. Spokesman Colonel Christopher Garver claims that this is the first time the
Damascus government employed TNWs. According to Colonel Garver, "The Syrian government has

reportedly launched more than six ballistic missiles in the past month at the outskirts of Aleppo,
including Damascus, reaching a level of accuracy that suggests the use of TNWs." It was said that

the missiles' accuracy equaled that of a TNW - a weapon of mass destruction that is capable of
penetrating an urban area by hitting key targets like residential areas. Col. Garver also stated that
the increased activity of such weapons was not a coincidence but a "definite action by the Syrian

government." New intelligence estimates also agree with Col. Garver's statements. The 2013 Long-
Range Strike Map, unveiled by the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), provides an estimate of Syrian
chemical weapon capabilities. The CFR claims that the analysis shows that between March 2013 and

July 2012, the Syrian government increased its chemical weapons program by over 10 times. The
analysis of Syria's chemical weapons program included information from open sources, intelligence

reports, and Syrian opposition forces. This suggests that if true, the Syrian government has acquired
expertise in Syria's chemical weapons program that indicates their use of sophisticated means of
chemical and biological warfare. Col. Garver also stated that this was the first time the Damascus

government employed TNWs. From May 2011 until the present time, he explains, there has been a
"sovereign" Syrian government. Col. Garver claims, though, that this is only the first time he has

heard it since September 2012, when the Russian military entered Syria. He states, "To the best of
my knowledge, no one has made this claim about the Damascus regime." In the end
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