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the one-year mortality rate after hospitalization for suicide associated with antidepressant use (ADUs); and (2) to describe the epidemiology and clinical features of suicides associated with ADUs. We used time-dependent Cox proportional hazards regression to estimate mortality associated with ADUs in psychiatric patients in the National Hospital Discharge
Survey of the National Center for Health Statistics. We then performed logistic regression models to describe the patient characteristics and patterns of antidepressant use associated with suicide. We examined the data of 585,589 patients (43.0% men) hospitalized with a primary diagnosis of major depressive disorder or manic episode who were discharged
alive and had complete information on their suicide-related diagnoses and antidepressant use. Sixty-four suicides were identified among 57,143 patients (1.2%) discharged alive with major depression. Among patients with major depression, suicides associated with ADUs were less likely to be male (62.5 vs. 81.0%), older (median age of 52 years), more likely
to have been hospitalized for at least one other medical condition (62.5%), more likely to be an inpatient (69.4 vs. 53.1%), less likely to have been hospitalized for at least one mood disorder (29.7 vs. 58.3%), more likely to have used ADUs in the 30 days before suicide (87.5 vs. 57.8%), less likely to have a diagnosis of diabetes (15.6 vs. 28.6%), and less likely
to have used hospital services before suicide (27.1 vs. 53.6%). Adjustment for these patient characteristics decreased the risk of suicide associated with ADUs to 7.7%. Patients with ADUs have a relatively short duration of medication use and a low rate of subsequent use of mood-related hospital services. Nevertheless, a third of suicides associated with ADUs
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